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Call for Papers: “Imagining Emancipation in Australasian Literature” for MLA 2027

This CFP is for a guaranteed session organized by the American Association of Australasian Literary
Studies (AAALS) for the 2027 Modern Language Association convention in Los Angeles (7-10
January 2027).

This session examines how emancipation is imagined or represented in Australasian literature. We
approach the concept of emancipation both in its juridical and legal sense and also figuratively in
association with ideas of liberation, freedom, and self-governance. In his 2001 essay on “Between
Speech and Silence: The Postcolonial Critic and the Idea of Emancipation” political scientist Paul
Muldoon proposes “a model of resistance in which emancipation is achieved through a form of
non-violent communication or ‘dialogue of visions™ that is connected to “an emancipation from the
larger structural constraints” in Australia (51, 53). On a different register and in her 2020 essay “A
Self-Governing Literature,” Indigenous novelist Alexis Wright talks about “trying to build a
self-governing literary landscape” through knowing the intimate connections between the land and
“ancestral stories that form our own constitution of sacred laws for this country.”

Muldoon's and Wright's thoughts serve as a starting point for our session. We are interested in how
literary and cultural texts envision non-violent or violent struggles for emancipation and
self-governance. These struggles may involve emancipatory voices attempting to engage in dialogue
with or challenge the powers that be, or to build a self-governing literary landscape with other parties
trying to contest structural constraints. We welcome paper proposals that rigorously discuss literary,
cultural, and media narratives in relation to emancipation and self-governance (in either their juridical
or figurative senses). Papers may consider, but are not limited to, the following questions.

- How do Australasian literatures represent emancipation in earlier historical contexts of forced labor
and slavery, as well as in more recent or contemporary situations (for example, in relation to refugees
and asylum seekers)?

- How do the local wisdom and national consciousness of Australasian literatures, including
Indigenous writings and knowledges, shape or inform juridical and figurative understandings of
emancipation?

- How do migrant and transnational social, cultural, and economic forces shape, inform, or complicate
emancipatory struggles and voices?

- How do comparative analyses of film and visual media, fiction and poetry, or life writing highlight
emancipatory struggles against asymmetrical power relations and structural constraints?

Papers on other aspects of Australasian literary, cultural, and media narratives are also welcome.

Submit 250-word abstracts and 100-word bio by 16 March 2026 to aaals.antipodes@gmail.com
with the subject line “MLA 2027 Proposal.” Please note that speakers whose papers are accepted
for this session will need to become members of the Modern Language Association in early April 2026
in order to participate in the 2027 convention.



